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were withdrawn to India. Chinese rule in Thibet
during 1911 became weakened by risings of the
people of the country, and more troops were sent
in there from Ssii-chuan to restore order but failed,
largely owing to considerable difficulties due to the
opposition of tribesmen in south-eastern Thibet,
where in several actions the Chinese were barely able
to hold their own, and such reinforcements as could
be spared were sent down the Tsan-Po from Thibet;
such action more or less coinciding with the opening
of the Abor expedition of 1911-12. About the same
time reports came to hand that the Chinese who
had occupied Rima east of the Mishmi hills were
sending emissaries amongst that tribe to secure their
submission. Various aggressive acts of the Chinese
at points along the Burma border then occurred,
notably west of the Salween-Irrawadi divide in 1910-
n, when a Military Police Force was sent to the
Hpimaw group of villages for their protection. Our
frontier outpost line was then extended to Htawgaw,
some sixty miles from Myitkhyina and east of the
Nmai-kha on the Ngawchang river. Later Chinese
activity in this direction tending to disturb the equa-
nimity of the tribes led to a Military Police outpost
being located at Hpimaw itself in 1913, and the
frontier road extended up to it. A few miles east
of Hpimaw two easy passes cross the range over-
looking the Salween river and form a small trade
route into the Tengyueh Province of China. The
new Hpimaw post stands at an elevation of 8,500
feet and will be held by one hundred rifles under
two British officers. It lies sixteen marches from
Myitkhyina among the tribes of Lashis and Yawyins,